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Strike Visited Links bookmarklet

Alex was lamenting last week about the lack of visual cues for visited links on
many sites (including, | admit, most of my own). While | agree that often visited
link feedback is helpful, | also agree that in many cases it just adds more visual
confusion and makes a site more difficult to make sense of at a glance, hurting
its usability.

So why not have the best of both worlds? A clean, simple interface by default,
but the capability to see which links have been visited on demand. Enter the
Solution To Almost Everything, the bookmarklet.

| posted a comment to his entry containing a quickly hacked together
bookmarklet that will dynamically change the style of all visited links to something
recognizable. It only worked in Mozilla (or any other browser with proper
standards support), and simply changed the color to red. But | played around
with it some more after that, and decided that a more universal cue would be to
make the visited links strike-through. I also got it working in MSIE by using some
Microsoft proprietary extensions. Bleech. Damned Microsoft.

To use the bookmarklet, copy the following code (as a single line) into the
Location field of a new bookmark: j avascri pt: var

styl eText ="' text-decoration:|line-through !inportant';

i f(docunent.createStyl eSheet) { /*MSIE proprietary:*/ var ss
= docunent . createStyl eSheet () ;

voi d(ss. addRul e(' :visited' ,styleText)); } else { /*WBC
Standard: */ var ss = docunent.createEl enent('style');
ss.setAttribute('type','text/css');

ss. appendChi | d(docunent . cr eat eText Node(' :visited

{" +styleText+'}"));

voi d(docunent . get El enent sByTagNane(' head' ) [ 0] . appendChi I d(ss));}
or simply bookmark the following link: Strike Visited Links. (Try clicking that link
for a quick demo.)
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